LABORATORY SAFETY RULES
GENERAL GUIDELINES

1. Conduct yourself in a responsible manner at all times in the laboratory

2. Read the lab thoroughly before the lab, and ask for clarification if you don’t understand a procedure.

3. Do not eat, drink, or chew gum in the lab.  Do not drink out of lab containers

4. Perform only those experiments authorized by the instructor

5. Keep work areas clean and tidy at all times

6. Keep the aisles clear-no sitting on stools during the lab

7. Know the locations and operating procedures for all safety equipment

a. fire extinguisher

b. eye wash

c. fire blanket

d. first aid kit

8. At the end of the lab, clean up your station, put equipment away, and wash your hands

9. If there is a fire drill, turn off gas valves and burners, close containers, and unplug any electrical equipment

CLOTHING

10. You will always wear safety goggles.  NO EXCEPTIONS

11. Avoid baggy clothing on lab days.  Tie back long hair and remove any jewelry that may dangle or come in contact with the chemicals.  
12. Wear closed toed shoes-NO SANDALS
13. Wear a lab apron-if necessary
ACCIDENTS AND INJURIES

14. Report any accident (spill, breakage, etc.) or injury (cut, burn, etc) to the instructor immediately.
15. If a chemical should splash in your eye(s) or on your skin, immediately flush with running water from the eyewash station, and then notify the teacher

16. If a fire should start, calmly put it out and then inform the teacher
HANDLING CHEMICALS

17. Do not touch, taste, or smell any chemicals unless instructed to do so

18. Check the labels on chemical bottles carefully.  Take only as much as you need because you cannot put extra back

19. Dispose of all chemical as instructed.  Do not put solid materials in the sinks

20. Keep hands away from face, eyes, mouth and body while using chemicals

21. Never dispense flammable liquids near an open flame or heat source.

22. Never remove chemicals from the lab

23. When carrying chemicals from one part of the lab to your station, do not try to carry too many.  Watch carefully for any obstacles that could cause you to trip.

HANDLING GLASSWARE AND EQUIPMENT

24. Never handle broken glass with your bare hands.  Use a brush or broom and dustpan and dispose of the glass in the blue bucket at the front of the room.
25. Do not use chipped or broken glassware

26. Report damaged electrical equipment immediately

27. If you do not know how to use a piece of equipment, ask for help

28. Do not immerse hot glassware in cold water

HEATING SUBSTANCES

29. Use caution when using a gas burner.  Make sure your hair and clothing are out of the way.  Do not reach across the burner.  Do not put any substances in the flame unless instructed to do so.

30. Never leave a burner, hot plate, or a chemical reaction unattended.  Turn burner or hot plate off when not in use

31. When heating a test tube, point it away from yourself

32. Heated metals and glass remain hot long after they have been removed from the flame.  Check carefully before grabbing.
33. Do not look directly into a container that is being heated or is reacting

34. Put hot equipment on a heat resistant square

LABORATORY SPECIMENS AND ANIMALS USED IN AP BIOLOGY (CHEMISTRY STUDENTS, DISREGARD)
35. Living materials should be treated as dangerous.  Take all precautions and follow all handling precautions.

36. Sterilize all areas following the use of both living and preserved organisms

I realize that many of these rules seem like common sense.  However, it is amazing how many people lose their common sense in a laboratory setting.  The laboratory should be a fun learning experience.  However, this can only happen if everyone is acting in an appropriate manner and following directions.

